"Saving
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First Church West Hartford

Founded.: 1713

First Church: Farmington Ave (War Memorial)
Second Church: Across Street (Fire 1940)
Present Church: Built 1940 to 1948

Capacity: 1300

Christian Library: Best in State
Pre School Academy: Since 1940’s

Icon for West Hartford
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First Church
-1950’s-






What is in the First Church Steeple?

-3 Musical instruments: Organ, chimes & Carillon

-Pipe Organ: Large air blower for the organ
-Organ pipes: 700 (steeple) 3,300 (Church)
-Carillon: Air conditioned room for player
-Bells: 50

-Chimes: 24

“First Church Steeple is A Beacon that lights up the night”






INSIDE THE STEEPLE

This Echo organ division is playable by one of the keyboards of the organ
console, and allows the organist to play antiphonal effects from the back of the
church. It can emit soft heavenly sounds, or it can sound a fanfare announcing
the beginning of an important event. Also housed ir.\ this divisior'\ are the c:imes

of the organ, often used during Christmas Eve services. The estimate of the

replacement of this organ division is $212,000.
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FINSIDE THE STEEPLE

Withe upper part of the steeple, where the louvered slats are located, this
SE ‘ Very unique instrument, as its bells were created by the Whitechapel
Win England The carillon is played from a console just under where the
S are installed J;lear the carillon on Sunday mornings, special events,

- rlng concertsfin July The estimated replacement cost of the carillon is

tearns
Memorial.Carillon
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Repairs & Painting-

(May 2023)
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Why are Repairs and Painting Necessary?

Painting: required every 8-10 years

2021. could not be painted as is

Interior: in excellent condition

Exterior: rotten, parts broken, flashing missing
Columns: had to be replaced

Trim: along roof had to be replaced
Windows: had to be reglazed

Caulk: required many tubes

New boards: Plastic used to replace wood
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Chi-Rho

THE CHI RHO,

ONE OF THE EARLIEST CHRISTIAN
SYMBOLS, STANDS ABOVE THIS
MEETING HOUSE SPIRE PROCLAIMING:

“CHRIST ABOVE THE WORLD.?”
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Save First
Church




Fund Raising
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The ai:/oundati'on

for WEST HARTFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Donaté at Whﬁl;stchu.rch.org * Thank you West Hartford!

VE First

OEDICATED 10 EN G ANCING THECLassRooy M {
EXPERIENCE FOR ALLWiHpS STUDENTS ., @
PROUD TO HAVE PROVIDED OVER E}ﬂ"-
$2 MILLION i gran rusomis SN A s one
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package, you pl[

GIFT PACKAGE ‘A"

. Arugula Blstro (szs)
o bartaco (dmner for2)

» Cinépolis (4 passes/ 4 popcoms)
| * Elbow Room ($3o)

| |+ Mecha Naodle Bar (sso)
E? e |» Relax the Back ($75)
[+ The Next Chapter (sso-)




Congregational Church steeple
reconstruction rises over West Hartford

Local Media
Articles




LOCAL NEWS

' Congregational Ch}zrch
steeple reconstruction
rises above town

steeple at the First
ch of Christ, West Hartford
| Main Street landmark since it was
 firsterected about 75 years ago.
Butwhileitwasreceivingaroutine
fresh coat of paint earlier this year,

edsome deficiencies

~ inthestructure of the steeple. Bob
Cave, a member of the church and
the buildings and 2ro commit-
tee said he was told by the Dpainting
contractor that the Steeple would
1eeda “total overhau] »
Thatprompteda repair effort that
now nearly complete,

nd about 5,000 tubes for the
=h’s pipe organ, and several
imes, ‘
s got three musical instry-
Init, thatteeple,” Cave said,
rch member Terry Schmids
Ht‘anﬂmattl;memplica about
‘Whentheraffles are drayn,

.~ Anicon ;
West Hartford
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“What’s amazing is that it was
built during the war” Cave said. I
don’t know where they got the steel
fortheinside of the steeple. The exte-

rior had deteriorated butthe interior
is fine. Some water had gotten in, but

~ alotofthe columns had rotted”

Courtland Lewis, chair of the
building and grounds committee,
said the church meetinghouse was
builtin the 1940s, and footage of its
original construction still exists. It
wasactually the fifth meetinghouse
for the church, which dates back
more than 300years. An assessment
f needs throughout the building
wasdonelastyear.

_ “Itturnsoutthat when youw've got

50,000 square feet built 80 years
ago, there are things going on,”
Lewissaid. “The steeple is the most
obviousand apparent one. We’ve got
some other work to do, as well”
Valley ’
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Restoration, based in

Torrington, is the contractor for

b me polyvinyl chloride (PVC)
is replacing some of the' original
woodwork, in hope ofadding to the
steeple’s life, before the next resto-
rationis needed.

Lewis said, despite a fear of
heights, he climbed up the scaffolds
to see the parts being replaced.

“It's amazing when you get up
close and personal. The original
craftsmanship and design is really
pretty cool” he said,

The quote for the rehab wa
$400,000,and a fundraising commit

- tee was set up. Multiple local busi

nesses donated funds and/orservice
to aid the project. Many donate
items or gift cards, which are bein
raffled on a weekly basis, to rais
funds. Lewis said the goalistoraise,
least10% of the price tag,and the re
will come from an endowment £}
church has maintained since 1885

The reconstruction, whichbeg
in May, is expected to be comple
by mid-September. A page on t!
church’s website has been devot
to the fundraising and provid

“updates, via video, on the progr

of the work.
- The steeple contains 40 caril
-~ bells played by a keyboard :
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Questions?
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