
 

 

 

“Good morning Old Guard” 
 

Gentlemen, 

Here what’s in the Newsletter: 

 

• The President’s Corner 

• Committee updates 

• Storyteller schedule for March 

• Guest Speaker schedule for March 

• List of Officers and Committee Chairs  
 

The President’s Corner 

Greetings Old Guard – Membership stands at 208, we’ve added 18 new members 

since September. 

Let us look at the accomplishment of Clem Sayers over the past six months as 

Membership Chairman for the Old Guard.  At nearly every week of our meeting year so 

far, he has introduced for induction one new member or more.   

How does the retired sales maestro accomplish this? He collaborates with us the 

members to think about and talk up the companionship, the good works, and the 

enjoyment taken from the things we do.  This is part of the secret sauce of The Old 

Guard.  While other similar associations have languished and faded away, we network, 

we contribute, we communicate.  It is like the success we have enjoyed in producing 

very good guest speakers over and over.   Members approach and say their wife is on 

a board, could someone visit and address.  Others had a good experience and wanted 

to share the purveyors of a good time with us.   

To keep the Old Guard vital, we tell neighbors, companions at church, or on the golf 

course, or social dining companions about our association and how stimulating and 

enjoyable it is to attend the meetings. 



We have about ten or so remaining meetings in the 2023 – 2024 program year.  I urge 

you to help Clem and Old Guard by suggesting a friend to visit us as a guest to witness 

the quality of the club that we are a part of.   

Thank you, Ed 

______________________ 

 

YMCA Update – John Keleher 

Annual Campaign continues any donation large or small is greatly appreciated.  

New Y personnel are hard at work exploring new programming and facility ideas to 

expand the Y visibility in West Hartford. 

 

Committee Updates  

Habitat for Humanity – Ron Robinson 

Habitat for Humanity – Our next monthly ReStore event is the second Wednesday of 

March, 3/13, from 9:00 to 12:00 at 500 Cottage Grove Road in Bloomfield.  The money 

raised from the items sold by ReStore helps to support their building projects.  Last 

month we assembled new furniture but who knows what this month will bring.  Please 

consider joining us and reaching out to others who might also be interested in this very 

enjoyable and rewarding activity – Old Guard membership is not required.  To register, 

please go to the bottom of the Civic Activity section on our website, ctoldguard.org.  If 

you have any questions, please let me know.  Thank you.   

Ron Robinson 

(This link is conveniently included) 

 

 

If you have any questions, please let me know.   

Thank you.   

Ron 

______________________ 

 

Foodshare - Jeff Lee 

Quick Link to Habitat 
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March brings us the Ides of March and St. Patrick’s Day for starters. But, before that 

our First Friday Foodshare volunteer day is March 1st. April 5th, May 3rd, and June 7th 

round out the next four dates to volunteer in Bloomfield. Our monthly food donation day 

to support The West Hartford Youth Food Program is on March 19th… 

Thanks so much for the great support you’ve given to these programs! 

Jeff 

Join the Foodshare team, our next volunteer date is Friday April 5th. 

(This link is conveniently included) 

 

 

 

______________________ 

 

Bowling - Tom Goodrum 

Come and join us for Fellowship and Fun.   

Bowling continues every Thursday morning at 9:30 am at Callahan’s Bowl-O-Rama, 

2143 Berlin Turnpike in Newington.  We will bowl every Thursday in March plus April 4 

and our last bowling will be April 11.    

No experience is necessary.  The cost is $8.25 per person for the three games, 

including shoes and balls that are provided.   

 

Some of the bowlers include; George Stephans, Hank Boulton, Russ Levere, Harry Meyers, Tom Goodrum, Ron 

Robinson, Ed Trifari, Jim Palma, and Art Greene 

Reminder, if West Hartford schools are delayed or cancelled, we will not be bowling.  

Time to get out of the house and be with fellow Old Guard members. 

 Quick Link to CT Foodshare 

Sign up or Sign in 

 

https://ctfoodshare.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/OldGuardofWestHartford


Hope to see you there, 

Tom 

______________________ 

Food Bank - Lou Aiello 

Update for Donations Through February 

Total donations are $24,845 includes: CT. Foodshare $12,600 Loaves & Fishes $600, 
West Hartford Foodbank $100, House of Bread $6,000, and monetary value of $5,545 
to support West Hartford Youth program. Total value including 5-time food value, 
matching gifts and resent matching gift is $90,135. 

All totals include $895 February's donations for West Hartford Youth program.  

Donations are tax deductible. 

When you donate mention Old Guard. 

Your generous donations are a blessing.  

For information on how to donate, reach out to either Lou Aiello or Mike Feehan. Need 
help and to report your donations, email me  

______________________ 

 

Special Events Committee – Paul Dean & Ray Bliss – SOLD OUT 

The Bushnell Center for the Performing Arts, - Upcoming “Behind the Scenes Tour 

of the Bushnell”, Thursday, March 21, 2024, 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm.   Thanks to Frank 

Virnelli, Jr. for suggesting and organizing the tour. This event accommodating 32 

members/guests filled up quickly.  It will be informative and entertaining. No charge for 

the tour and parking passes will be available in advance of the tour date. 

Date is set for the Annual Old Guard Spring Luncheon.   

Tuesday, May 14th, 2024.  

More details to follow. 

 

As always, please let Paul or Ray know your thoughts and any other activities that you 

may be interested in, this season or next. 

______________________ 



 

 

 

Golf News – Chuck Hasbrouck  

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date – Mark Your Calendar 

Event:  

Kilwins West Hartford Swing for the Kids Golf 

Tournament  

presented by The Old Guard. 

• Date:   Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

• Where:  Stanley Golf Course and The 
Back Nine Tavern 

• Golf:   9:00 registration / 9:30 nine-hole shotgun start for nine 
holes of golf 

• Lunch:  1:00 – Buffet with a dinner menu 
 

We play nine holes of golf in the morning. However, this event is not limited to golfers. 

All Old Guard members can attend lunch, enjoy a delightful dinner, and participate in a 

raffle and silent auction. 

All proceeds go to the West Hartford YMCA Camp Scholarship Fund, enabling children 

with financial need to attend and benefit from Y camps. 

Please be a part of this great event. Have a role in enhancing the lives of West 

Hartford youth! 

 

Golfers know that a lost ball results in a two-stroke penalty. My mantra for 2024 is that 

my golf ball escaped. Never lost, never a penalty! 

 

 



 

Spring is coming 

Old Guard golf starts in mid–April. If you golf and aren’t yet a part of Old Guard golf, 

this is your opportunity.  

Send me an email and let me know that you want to be a part of our fun group. You’ll 

enjoy it so much!  

Chuck 

oldguardgolf@gmail.com 

____________________ 

 

UCONN Hospital Volunteers – Bill OConnor 

The Old Guard has a longstanding history of volunteer service to the community.  

Set your plans for 2024 and consider volunteering your service at the University of 

Connecticut Hospital in Farmington.  Patients at the University Muscular Skeleton 

Institute frequently need assistance with directions to their appointments sometimes 

requiring the need of a wheelchair.   

Volunteers serve a 4-hour shift 8 to noon, or noon to 4, Monday, Wednesdays, 

Thursdays, and Fridays.  Some training is required.  See Bill OConnor for details.  

wfocpcu@gmail.com 

____________________ 

 

March - Storytellers and their stories. 

 

03/05  - Del Shilkret - “My Favorite Relative – My Grandfather   GRAMPS.” 
 

02/12 - George Stephan - "Further Adventures of an American Lawyer in Paris." 

mailto:oldguardgolf@gmail.com
mailto:wfocpcu@gmail.com


03/19 - Courtney Bourns - “The Young Woman on the Corner.” 

03-26 - John Perra - “Contrasts We Experienced on a 3 Week Trip to Morocco.” 

____________________ 

 

March Speakers 

 

03/05  Joel Lohr - Hartford International University 

 
 

 
 
From LinkedIn 

 
About 
I serve as the President of Hartford International University for Religion and Peace 
(HIU), a dynamic institution of higher education. At HIU we take the word “for” in our 
name seriously. It is an action word. We believe that religion and peace are not only 
intertwined but dependent upon each other. 
 
Professionally, I am first and foremost a scholar of religion, and have made 
contributions to my field and won awards for some of my published work. My areas of 
expertise are Jewish-Christian Relations, Interreligious Dialogue, and the Hebrew 
Bible. I have published 11 books with academic presses like Oxford University Press, 
Brill, Purdue University Press, and Eisenbrauns, as well as popular presses such as 
Oneworld, Zondervan, Baker Academic, Eerdmans, and Abingdon. My first 
monograph, Chosen and Unchosen: Conceptions of Election in the Pentateuch and 
Jewish-Christian Interpretation, was awarded the R. B. Y. Scott Award by the 
Canadian Society of Biblical Studies for “outstanding book in the areas of Hebrew Bible 
and/or the Ancient Near East.” My uniquely tri-authored book, The Abingdon 
Introduction to the Bible: Understanding Jewish and Christian Scriptures, was awarded 
the CHOICE Magazine Outstanding Academic Title award for 2014. I have also 
published peer reviewed journal articles in the Journal of Biblical Literature, Zeitschrift 
für die Alttestamentliche Wissenschaft, Catholic Biblical Quarterly, Horizons in Biblical 
Theology, and Journal of Interreligious Studies, among others. I am a member of Phi 
Kappa Phi. 



 
Away from work, I am a husband, father, bodysurfer, snowboarder, hop-forward west 
coast IPA taster, spicy Indian food lover, and dedicated user of the Oxford comma. 
Perhaps more importantly, I am a fan of “the big four.” Those who know what that 
means, know what that means. In the 1990s I attended concerts of all four, and 
consider myself one of the lucky ones to have caught the Clash of the Titans tour 
during the summer of 1991, in Toronto. 
 
 

 

03/12   Helen Bennett - Editor in Chief, Hartford Courant 

 

BS, Political Science, Economics from UConn, President of New Haven Fresh Air 

Fund. She spent 20 years at New Haven Register, has also overseen other Hearst 

Connecticut Media Group publications, including Torrington’s Register-Citizen and The 

Middletown Press, began working at the New Haven Register in 1996. Helen joined the 

Hartford Courant in 2021’ 

 

03/19  Sean Scanlon – Comptroller, State of CT 

 

From OSC.CT.Gov/about 

Meet Comptroller Scanlon 
Sean Scanlon began his term as Comptroller in 2023, succeeding Natalie Braswell. 
The son of a police officer and small business owner, Sean attended Guilford public 
schools and worked his way through high school and Boston College. After graduating, 
Sean returned to Connecticut with the goal of helping others. He began working as an 
aide for U.S. Senator Chris Murphy where he helped the Senator fight for gun safety 
and better health care, as well as addressing constituent concerns. In Guilford, he 



worked with neighbors to organize successful grassroots campaigns to build a new 
high school and institute a full-day kindergarten. 
In 2014, Sean was elected State Representative for Connecticut’s 98th District. In the 
House, Sean became a champion for health care reform, a passion rooted in his own 
life experiences coming from a family that was often uninsured or underinsured. 
As chairman of the legislature’s Insurance Committee, Sean wrote and passed 
legislation protecting people with pre-existing conditions from insurance discrimination, 
established the lowest monthly co-pay cap for insulin in the nation at $25, prevented 
insurance companies from covering mental health differently than physical health, 
required health insurance plans to cover ten “Essential Health Benefits,” and created 
Connecticut’s first prescription drug price transparency law. 
During his fourth and final term, Sean served as Chair of the Finance, Revenue and 
Bonding committee where he led the fight to create tax relief for working families like 
the one he grew up in and worked with Governor Lamont to pass the largest tax cut in 
state history. 
Outside of the legislature, Sean previously served as Executive Director of Tweed-New 
Haven Airport, where he secured a $100 million public-private investment deal, brought 
in a new air carrier, and created over 100 new community jobs. 
Sean lives in Guilford with his wife Meghan, who is the President & CEO of the 
Connecticut Coalition Against Domestic Violence, their two young sons Jack and 
Declan, and their dog Delaney. 
 

03/26  William Tong - Ct State Attorneys General  

 

From portal.ct.gov/AG/About-the-AG/Senior-Leadership 

William Tong is the 25th Attorney General to serve Connecticut since the office was 

established in 1897. He took office on January 9, 2019 as the first Asian American 

elected at the statewide level, in Connecticut. 

 

Before his election as Attorney General, Tong served for 12 years in Connecticut’s 

General Assembly representing the 147th District, which includes North Stamford and 

Darien. Most recently, Tong served as House Chairman of the Judiciary Committee. In 

this position Tong was responsible for all legislation related to constitutional law, 

criminal law, civil rights, consumer protection, probate, judicial nominations and the 

Judicial branch, and major areas of substantive law.  



 

During his service in the legislature, Tong helped lead passage of landmark legislation, 

including the Connecticut Second Chance Act, Domestic Violence Restraining Order 

Act, Lost and Stolen Firearms Act, the Act Protecting Homeowner Rights, and the Act 

Protecting Schoolchildren. 

 

A Connecticut native, Tong grew up in the Hartford area and attended schools in West 

Hartford. He graduated from Phillips Academy Andover, Brown University, and the 

University of Chicago Law School. He has practiced law for the last 18 years as a 

litigator in both state and federal courts, first at Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP, in New 

York City and for the past 15 years at Finn Dixon & Herling LLP, in Stamford. 

 

Tong is the oldest of five children, and grew up working side-by-side with his immigrant 

parents in their family’s Chinese restaurant. He and his wife, Elizabeth, live in Stamford 

with their three children and too many pets. Elizabeth is Vice President of Tax for North 

America for Diageo Corporation. 

____________________ 

 
Your officers for 2023-2024 

 

Ed Turbert, President 
John Keleher, Vice-President  

Arthur Greene, Secretary 
Stephen Schneeberger, Asst. Secretary 

Kevin Slane, Corresponding Sec. 
Stephen Guest, Treasurer 
Paul Dean, Asst. Treasurer  

Tew DuBois, Historian 
John Mitman – Chaplain 

 

Committee Chairs 2023-2024 

 

Don Kauke, Communications 
Bernie Weiss and Jim Doran, Storytellers 

Gary Banks, Information & Technology 



Bernie Weiss, Senior Job Bank 

Paul Dean & Ray Bliss, Special Events 
David Mangs, Music 

Parker Simonds, Hospitality 
Clem Sayers, Membership 

Dan Tracy, Audit  
Jeff Lee, Foodshare 

Lou Aiello and Mike Feehan, Foodbank 
Ron Robinson, Habitat for Humanity 

Dale Richter, Meals on Wheels 

Mike Cabrey, Salvation Army 

Bill O’Connor, UCONN Health Center 

Tom Goodrum, Bowling 

Chuck Hasbrouck, Golf 

 

Please reach out to any of these Committee Chairs if you would care 

to help! 

 


